Gnomon School of Visual Effects
Student Visa/International Students
Frequently Asked Questions

Whatis a Student Visa?
Astudentvisais a permitissued bythe U.S. governmentto non-immigrant students who want to
studyinthe United States.

Applyingfor an M-1 student visa can be complicated and frustrating. There is no guarantee that
the visa officer atthe U.S. Embassy orthe Consulate willissue you avisa. You will need to convince
the U.S. Embassy or Consulate that you are aserious student who will study full-time and earn
good grades. You must also show sufficientfinancial support and demonstrate evidence that you
will returnto your home country afteryou have completed your studies.

Howlongisthevisa?

Your M-1visaisforthe period of your program of study. You arerequired by law to participate in
studies a minimum number of hours perweekin orderto keep your legal status. Upon completing
your academicprogram, you have up to 30 daysto leave the country.

Meeting with the Consular Officer

*The Consular officer will speak toyou in English

*When answering questions, be concise and to the point. You must make agoodimpressionina
veryshort period of time.

*To help make agoodimpression, dress well. You should approachthisinterview asif itwas a job
interview.

*Speakforyourself. Do notrely on another personto speak foryou.

Whento Apply
Applyforavisainyourhome country assoon asyoureceive your acceptanceto Gnomon.

Applying foraVisa

1. Applyfor avisainyourcountry

2. Complete thefollowing forms:

*Certificate of Eligibility

*]-20from PCC

*Visa Application Forms:

*DS-156 Nonimmigrant Visa Application

*DS-157 Supplemental Nonimmigrant Visa Application (if needed)

*DS-158 Contact Information and Work History for Nonimmigrant Visa Application



4. Apply and Receive a Valid Passport
Your passport must be valid for at least 6 months. You must maintain avalid passport
throughout yourstayinthe U.S.
5.Have TWO recent passport -size photos
6. Providefinancial evidence detailing source and amount of funding
7. Proof of maintaining close ties and intenttoreturnto your home country (such as family, career,
or property
Examples:
Astatement verifying:
--Yourentirefamilyresidesinyour home country
--Thatyou or your family own a home or other propertyinyour home country
--Thatyou have ajobwaiting foryou uponyourreturn
Anydocuments, such as taxreturns.
8.Keep yourreceipt of the visa processing fee.

Howlong canlstayinthe United States?

You are allowedtostayinthe United Statesfor one year orfor aslong asyou are enrolled as afull-
time studentin avocational program (plus thirty daysto prepare to leave the country), whichever
isshorter. Youshould be allowedto stayinthe United States 30 days beyond the departure date
onyour Form|-94 (Arrival-Departure Record) and USCIS Form 1-20ID (Certificate of Eligibility for
Nonimmigrant (M- 1) Student Status - For Vocational Students), aslong as your stay does not
exceed oneyear.

You may also applyto stayin the country after the completion of your studies to pursue practical
training. If approved, you will be allowed to have one month of practical training for every four
months of study you completed. You will be limited to sixmonthstotal practical training time. Your
designated school official (DSO) is able to assistyouinthe application process.

How canl extend my stay as a student inthe United States?

You should applyto extend your stay inthe United States if your studies will take longerthan the
datelisted onyourl-201D oryourvocational programlastslongerthanayear. Youshould
complete USCIS Form [-539 (Application to Extend/Change Nonimmigrant Status)
http://uscis.gov/graphics/formsfee/forms/i-539.htm and send itto USCIS at least 15 (but not
more than 60) days before your authorized stayinthe country expires. You should also submit

your USCIS Form 1-20 ID tothe USCIS atthe same time. For more information, please see How Do
| Extend My Stay inthe United States? http://uscis.gov/graphics/howdoi/extendstay. him

CanlchangefromanM-1visatoanF-1visa?
No. You mustleave the countryto cancel your M-1 visa and reapply for a new visa statusinyour
home country.


http://uscis.gov/graphics/formsfee/forms/i-539.htm
http://uscis.gov/graphics/howdoi/extendstay.htm

CanlchangefromanM-1visatoanH-1visa?
No. You mustleave the countryto cancel your M-1 visa and reapply for a new visa statusinyour
home country.

Canltravelto my home country onvacationonanM-1 visa?
Yes. Ifyour M-1 visa was approved at a US Embassy and originally stamped outside of the US, you
cantravel toyourhome country.

No, ifyour M-1 visawas a change of status applied forinthe US, you must await approval from
immigration.

Dolneed a TOEFLscore?

No, but Gnomonrequires thatyou are proficientin the English.

Can |l Bring My Spouse and Children with Me to the United States?

Your spouse and unmarried children under 21 years of age may come with you tothe United
Statesin M-2 nonimmigrant status. They should go withyoutothe U.S. embassy or consulate
whenyouapplyforyour student (M-1) visa. They should be preparedto prove theirrelationship to
you. Ifyourspouse or children are following to join you at a later date, they should provide the U.S.
embassy staff with a copy of your USCIS Form 1-20 1D and proof of their relationship to you. The M-
2 status of your family will be dependent uponyour status asthe M-1 vocational student. This
meansthatifyou change your status, yourfamily must change their status aswell. If you lose your
status, yourfamily will also lose theirstatus. (For more information on changing status, please see
How Dol Get Permissionto Change to a New Nonimmigrant Status?

http://uscis.qgov/graphics/howdoi/nonimmstat.htm

CanlworkintheUSA?

Immigration law restricts students from working onanM-1 visa. You are not legally allowed to be
employed while studyinginthe US. So, you, yourspouse and children may not accept
employment.

Canldo practical traininginthe USA ?

However, you may apply for practical training after you complete your studies. If approved, you
will be allowed to have one month of practical training for every four months of study you have
completed. You will be limited to sixmonths total practical training time.

You should submit USCIS Form 538 (Certification By Designated School Official) tothe USCIS.
Yourschool official should certify on USCIS Form 1-538 that 1) the proposed employment isforthe
purpose of practical training; 2) the training will be related to your studies; and 3) you cannot


http://uscis.gov/graphics/howdoi/nonimmstat.htm

receive the sametype oftraininginyour country of residence. You mustalso submit USCIS Form |-
765 (Applicationfor Employment Authorization) http://uscis.qov/graphics/formsfee/forms/i-
765.htm, andyourl-201D, signed by the designated school official (DSO). You should send your
applicationto USCIS no morethan 60 days before your student status expires and no laterthan 30

days after your studies are completed. For more information, please see the rules about practical
trainingat 8 CFR§214.2(m). You may also wishto discuss practical training withthe appropriate
officials atyourschool.

ADMISSIONS

1. Doyou provide tours of the school?
For an on-site tour, please contact the office of Administration 323-466-6663 to make an
appointment.

2.Isthere housing on campus? Doyou have a host family program?
Gnomon does not offer on-campus housing or host family housing. There are apartmentsinthe
area. Websitesforfinding bothroommates and apartments can be found on ourwebsite.

Canyou assist me with accommodation?

Gnomon only gives housing referrals, we do not assist with finding housing for students. You may
arrive lessthan 30 days priortothe start date printed onyourl-20 andlocate housinginSan
Francisco yourself. Refertothe housinglinkfor lists and websites. You may wish to stay your first
monthinahomestay orinaresidence innandthenlocate an apartment.

3. Will my credits at Gnomon transferto other schools?
As Gnomonis not a degree-granting institution, our credit hours are nottransferable to other
schools andinstitutions.

6. Canlworkwhilel am goingtoschool?

The workload as afulltime Certificate or Maya Fast Track Student does not allow for work. Also, as
stated above, you are not legally allowed to be employed while studyinginthe US. So, you, your
spouse and children may not accept employment.

6. Canlgetfinancial assistance/scholarships to help pay my bills?
International students are not eligible for financial aid.

7.Dolhavetogotoschoolfull-time?
Yes. The American governmentrequires all international studentsto complete 12 unitseach Fall
and Spring semester. Winter and Summer sessions are optional o the government.
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9. Whatwill happen after | get accepted to Gnomon?

You will receive an admission packetthatincludes your acceptance letter, 1-20,. Once you arrive
in Los Angeles, call our office and let us knowyou are here. We will look forward to meeting you at
Orientation.

10. Willl be able to transfer credits from the schools in my country?
As Gnomonis not a degree-grantinginstitution, creditsfrom other schools are nottransferable to
Gnomon.

Helpful Websites
International Students

Visa Issues and Information

* Vocational Student Information—Nonimmigrant
http://www.ice.qgov/graphics/sevis/students/vocation.htm - six

* Types of Visas—Nonimmigrant http://www.unitedstatesvisas.gov/whatis/typesofvisas.html

* StudentVisas:

o http://www.unitedstatesvisas.gov

o http://www.travel.state.gov/foreign student visas handout.html

* Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services (BCIS) Website:
http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi forms.html

o DS-156: NonimmigrantVisaApplication
o DS-157:Supplemental Nonimmigrant Visa Application
o DS-158: ContactInformation and Work History for Nonimmigrant Visa Applicant
* Visawaittimes- http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/temp/wait/tempvisitors wait.php
* U.S.Embassies Abroad -
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/tips/embassies/embassies 1214.himl

* VisaPhoto Requirements http://www.travel.state.gov/passport/pptphotos/index.html
* Visa Denials http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/denials/denials 1361.html

* TipsforUSVisas: http://www.travel.state.ove/visa;foreignstudent

Travel/Arrival

* AirportSecurity-Web videos indifferentlanguages:
http://www.dhs.qgov/dhspublic/interapp/editorial/editorial 0435.xml

*  Whatto expectuponarrival ata U.S. port of entry

http://www.ice.gov/graphics/news/factsheets/poefactsheetupdate 063004.htm

Housing/Accomodations
* Rentals and roommates - www.craigslist.com

-www.roommatefinders.com
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